
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 15, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

It is with mixed emotions that I write to let you know I will be leaving Lothian Elementary School as your 

principal at the end of this school year. At today’s meeting, the Board of Education was informed of 

Superintendent George Arlotto’s appointment of me as the new principal at Shady Side Elementary School for the 

2019-2020 school year. 

 

I have been truly blessed to be able to serve as principal of this amazing school for the last 11 years. We have 

experienced so much together, most notably all of the things associated with building a new school! Through all 

of it, I have been honored to work with an incredible staff, outstanding parents, a committed community and, 

most importantly, dedicated students.  

 

Shady Side is a special place to me, since I attended school there from kindergarten through sixth grade. While I 

am looking forward to the new challenges and opportunities at Shady Side, I will miss Lothian very much. I am 

comforted, however, at knowing that you will be in good hands with your new principal. 

 

At today’s meeting, the Board was also informed of Dr. Arlotto’s appointment of Mary Beth Gormley as the new 

principal at Lothian for the 2019-2020 school year. Mrs. Gormley has worked for Anne Arundel County Public 

Schools since 1991. She began her AACPS career as a kindergarten teacher and also served as a school counselor 

and assistant principal before becoming a principal. She was principal at George T. Cromwell Elementary for five 

years before serving as principal at Linthicum Elementary for the last four years. 

 

We have a lot of work to do between now and June 14, when students depart for the summer. I am looking 

forward to doing that work, and to celebrating with our fifth-graders as we promote them on June 13.  

 

Thank you for everything you have done for me over the years. I am looking forward to hearing great things 

about Lothian Elementary School and its students in the years to come. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Melissa L. Brown 

       Principal 
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